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SUBJECT: QUEBEC OFFICE IN WASHINGTON 

FOLLOWING CONTINGENCY PRESS QUIDANCE (NOT USED) WAS PREPARED 
FOR DEPT'S SPOKESPERSON. IT IS SUPPLIED TO YOU ON AN FYI 
AND IF RAISED BASIS: 

BACKGROUND: 

THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC WILL OFFICIALLY OPEN A TOURISM OFFICE 
IN WASHINGTON TODAY. QUESTIONS WERE RAISED ABOUT IT NOVEM- 
BER 30, 1977, AND MAY COME UP AGAIN TODAY. 

QUESTION: HOW DOES THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT VIEW THE 
OPENING OF AN OFFICE IN WASHINGTON TODAY BY THE PRO- 
VINCE OF QUEBEC? 
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ANSWER: WE ARE AWARE THAT THE PROVINCE OF QUEBEC IS OPEN- 
ING A SMALL OFFICE IN WASHINGTON TO PROMOTE TOURISM TO 
QUEBEC. IT IS OUR UNDERSTANDING THAT IT WILL OPERATE 
AS A BRANCH OF THE QUEBEC OFFICE IN NEW YORK CITY, WHICH IS 
PROPERLY REGISTERED AS A FOREIGN AGENT. 
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QUESTION: DOES THE U.S. GOVERNMENT APPROVE OF THIS? 

ANSWER: MANY FOREIGN ENTITIES INCLUDING QUEBEC AND OTHER 
CANADIAN PROVINCES MAINTAIN TOURIST AND TRADE OFFICES IN 
VARIOUS CITIES OF THE UNITED STATES. NO FO MAL APPROVAL 
OF THESE OFFICES BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IS CALLED FOR UNDER 
U.S. LAW. THE PERSONNEL OF THE OFFICES DO NOT ENJOY OFFI- 
CIAL OR DIPLOMATIC STATUS IN THE UNITED STATES. THE OFFI- 
CES ARE REQUIRED TO MEET NOTIFICATION AND REGISTRATION 
REQUIREMENTS OF OUR FOREIGN AGENTS REGISTRATION LAWS. 

QUESTION: DID THE CANADIAN EMBASSY OR GOVERNMENT RAISE 
THIS MATTER WITH THE U.S. GOVERNMENT? 

ANSWER: THE FACTUAL AND LEGAL SITUATION HAS BEEN DISCUSSED 
BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT AND THE CANADIAN EMBASSY. 

QUESTION: DID THE QUEBEC PROVINCE SEEK U.S. GOVERNMENT 
APPROVAL? 

ANSWER: THE QUEBEC PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT INFORMED THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT THROUGH OUR CONSUL GENERAL IN QUEBEC OF ITS 
INTEN;ION TO OPEN THIS SMALL OFFICE FOR PROMOTING TOURISM 
TO QUEBEC. NO APPROVAL BY U.S. GOVERNMENT WAS NEEDED, AND 
NONE WAS SOUGHT. VANCE 
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